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Public consultation on proposed new
Tarbert Power Station
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when Tralee Urban Council pro-
posed a bandstand be erected
in the park ‘to

ory of The Green's bandstand and
it's no harm to consider its return

Town Council met to discuss the condition of the park
with its ‘overgrown pathways' It was again proposed to

the members of this popular
band’ who have given recitals
that attract large numbers of
the ‘music loving people’ of
the town.
The Kerry News in August
1933 wrote that ‘it was glad
to see’ Tralee Urban Council
ate the services of the
Workers' Band to the town.
Moreover, the Labour or-
. ganisation in Tralee is credited
| with purchasing The Green as
a town park and ‘it is fitting it
should now come to the front
ee in supplying musical recitals
in that beautiful park for the
ost  delectation of its citizens
It's thought Tralee Town
Park's bandstand was erected

Town Park Committee was
furmndl.mhemrlylswaﬁﬂl
of reviving the

nanamenltyﬂﬂlim
%ﬂmemnﬂunofﬁs

alter the ‘land of the park’ and that its ‘fountain
and bandstand be revived.

The bandstand seems to have finally been demol-
ished, without much opposition from the public - al- |
though I stand to be corrected on this - in the early |
1980s bringing its almost half-century link with the |
town to a close, | ¥

Tralee Town Park today means as much to the people
as ever. This is evident in its stunning design and layout.

The addition of the bandstand would add a renais-
sance feel to it, a designated place that functions as a
focal point within the park throughout the year,
‘Why not? After all, what's new is usually old.

We'e hiring numordunlwn_:lﬁ "1
of an exciting local news project. .
by
Help shape the future of regional
journalism with Independentie.
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Locals havesay on

Tarbert's energy plan

= Public to be consulted
online and in person
m New green station could

wrrﬂm.donuenf'rmbmmwusnﬁmmwm
onths after 5
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Aﬂu the construction of two
K large units in 1977, it was the big-
The closure of the station on  gest power plant in the country
Tarbert Island was announced
in March, with a deadline of De-
cember set for when electricity
pmdumonmllend at the site,
marking the of an era that

h ‘baduod:elatussm.
Construction on the Tarbert sta- Somhem
uonmnedinlyssuhldywhmﬂ
was officially opened by Taoise-
ach Jack Lynch in 1970 it was the

* bank
enough to power 100,000 homes, : half after the bank
but this was over 400MW short * The Milltown-based developers
of its capacity 650MW, while two : also plan to build three two-bed
fires in the station over the last six  apartments overhead the bar and
‘months closed down op
altogether.

In late September, there was a - Usedasovemight guestaccommo-
temporary shutdown for four : “m“‘}‘ymfﬂmwm
weeks after a fire in Unit 3 of the : is currently an existing residential

power plant, while last month :

20 firefighters from Listoweland :

Foynes were called to put out : :

another blaze that also crippled : Gnting planning permission on
station.

the building which is a protected
structure.

2 hhmen the Council found that
As part of the new development, : the building would ot seriously
sing a new
power station with a :

sustainable biofuel, Hydrotreat- * md\mldn-xlhudwlkm-
Mwoﬂnwoxmxm mmmemnlmhuand
utilise hy in :

“Our intention is to apply for mﬂ»wmmmum
two-bed apartment.

ke goods worth €17. 16 from Aldi

h'llmklmubmmkmhd
life, obviously not as a bank,
- Mmm
wevlmsumviuhns,mnfwhida -
were for theft. T

addiction but has ‘come .
er side of it and is now in full-time *

employment. He asked the judgeto *
helshnst:swdﬂe :

Garda Burke said he is certain
O’Shulhathlhonn Intheu;tr:

Thmhmdﬂnmuza

© mﬂ;%ﬁxmdﬂlﬂhﬂmm
vict O'Shea vid .He @

He said: sheis
now someone who hwolhulnlhz : of ireland.
retail ‘The Chamber Alliance chair said
© Risgreat tosee the buikling come

fined her €400.  with dereliction an issue in rural

e e
such

‘by way of a fine’, § i ‘*m -4

Mw
Ihn:k-_ ‘he said. "It has great
Ml.mdmmumgm tosee it come back tolife and to
commit theft a fourth see another restaurant come into
geta l!llenu. e gl 3 + town can only be a bonus.

fixedinherown :

Recognisance was 1-nlulnmuqu._|
bondﬂuooanuafn.m seeingit, mm 8
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Consultations over power station on
Limerick/Kerry border begin
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Shoplifting s

in Kerry with most
blamed on juveniles

BySIMONBROUDER

KERRY'S top garda that
ﬂﬂeuhlnﬂsmhm-mm
n;e’"ﬂ in shoplifting offences across

incidents of thefts from shops in the
first six months of the year.

This represented a jump of 79 per
cent on the same period in 2019 -
pre-pandemic - when just 245 such
offences were recorded by gardaf in
the county.

Though shoplifting offences had
increased dramatically burglaries
had fallen by 47 per cent (from 110
to 58) and thefts from vehicles had

O 0000 O
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urges

like cosmetics or food, sweets and
soft drinks,

“A_very large portion of this is
juvenile crime and the items being
stolen can range from a can of soft
drink and a bag of crisps to electrical
goods,” he said.

Chief Supt Powell said that what
was stolen or its value it had to be
reported and recorded as a theft
from a shop whether it was a cheap
item of food or an expensive piece of
electronies.

He added that gardai across the
county are working with businesses
to help them protect their stock -
particularly more vulnerable items
like cosmetics display cases - from
thieves.

While Chief Supt Powell blamed
youths for much of the surge in

fallen by 41 per cent (from 54 to 32)
in the same period.

Chief Supt Powell said that the
increase was concerning and said
that much of it was associated with
“juvenile” crime and it often involved
younger people stealing small items

Thermal

he said criminal
gangs are also involved.

He told the meeting that in recent
days three members of an “organised
shoplifting gang” had been arrested
and are currently facing charges in
relation to nine incidents of shoplift-
ing in various locations across Kerry |
and Cork. |
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Crime dSWn on the yvhole

across the county since

By SIMONBROUDER -
THE rates of most crimes have fallen
across the county and are well below
re-pandemic levels.

. Apl:rréakdown of erime in Kerry in
the first half of the year was prmde?
at Tuesday’s meeting of the county’s
Joint Policing Committee by Kerry
Garda Division Chief Superintendent
Padraic Powell.

Chief Supt Powell said public order
offences had declined by 35 per cent
falling from 357 in the first six months
of 2019 to 232 this year.

Incidents of pubic drunkenness and
disorderly behaviour fell from 296 in
2019 to 240 in 2023, a fall of 19 per cent.

Drunk driving offences were also
down significantly falling from 316 to
156 according to the figures p.umvl.dcd

THE Kerry Garda Division says it can’t
reveal details of deployments in south
Kerry “for operationalreasons”

The issue was raised at the Kerry

eting. e
2 #c:cwa:g a “slight incrgases m{
serious assaults with 71 incidents o
‘assault causing harm’ so far this 325'1;
up six per cent on the 67 such inciden
recorded in 2019. ‘Minor’ assaults were
down ten per cent, falling from 252 in
2019 to 226 this year.

O(fne cau-gory’of crime that saw a
marked increase was drug dealing.
In the first half of the year 53 people
have been arrested for the possession
of drugs for sale or supply. That repre-
sents a 20 per cent increase on the2019
figure (44). i ;

While drug dealing detections in-
creased arrests for the use of dugs fell.
This year 185 people have been found
in possession of drugs for their own
use compared with 290 in 2019, a fall
of 36 per cent

details on moved gardai

respond,” Clir Moriarty said in a ques-

tion submitted ahead of the meeting.
Clir Moriarty had been unable to

attend the meeting but her question and

Joint Policing C ina
submitted by Waterville based Clir Nor-
'ma Moriarty who had sought a break-
down of deployments in south Kerry.
Clir Moriarty asked how many times,
in the last six months, gardai statione
in Cahersiveen had been “redeployed”

the resp were read into the record .
In reply Garda management said that
all deployments are managed using the
‘Garda Safe’ IT system and on occasion
gardai are required for duty outside
their assigned areas based on specific
“policing req " at the time.

to Killarney or Killorglin “leaving south
Kerry without adequate cover”.

“This [alleged lack of cover] came
into stark focus recently following a

“Due to operational reasons, specific
figures for the number of re-deploy-
ments outside South Kerry in the last
six months is not available,” said Garda

RTA requiring all services to

in their reply.
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- SSE Thermal would like to
introduce you to the Tarbert
Next Generation Power Station.
This project proposes to
develop a new power station
at the site of the existing power
station at Tarbert Island,

Tarbert, County Kerry,

to protect security of supply

and provide flexible backup

to renewable generation while
we transition to a greener future.

Contact Us

If you would like to hear
further about the project or
our consultation activities,
or if you have any other
queries please contact our
Community Liaison Officer,
n.‘ Col Mm
conor joy@sse.com or




Weekly Observer, Wednesday, 12th July 2023.

KNOCKADERRY CUL CAMP

Observer News

Tarbert Next
E Generation |
.. Power Station

We will be holding two in-person Public Ce

iobhan Cahill and Andy Dowling with the U6s at Knockaderry GAA Cil Camp in Knockaderry.

www.ssethermal.cor

tarbert-next-generation

SSE Thermal would llketo tmmdlm)ﬂlﬁﬂ% lar

Generation Pmswsm
a new power station at the site of the e

at Tarbert Island, Tamt czaunw
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AFTER COST-CUTTING PLAN AT FOLK THEATRE...

‘lostitsway

14 yearsago
says FrPat Aherni

m Move to sell Finuge’s
Teach Siamsa was
‘like selling the

family birthright’

m Siamsa cuts all non-
profit-making shows
for rest of the season

SIAMSA TIRE founder Fr Pat Ahern believes
recent problems at the National Folk Theatre
in Tralee are rooted in events that happened
14 years ago when its ‘Teach Siamsa’ in Finuge
was put on the market and the theatre ‘lost its

way’.
BY MAJELLA O'SULLIVAN

Fr Ahern subsequently
learned that Siamsa Tire
had been re-registered
with the Companies Reg-
istration Office in March
2009 - 34 years after its
initial registration in Janu-
ary 1975 - and that the new
Memorandum and Articles
of Association made no ref-
erence to the ‘Teach Siamsa
concept’, which he insists
was central to Siamsa Tire.

The former artistic direc-
tor and producer at the Na-
tional Folk Theatre said, in
his view, these events were
responsible for ‘the present
tragic situation in which
the company finds itself”.

The documents are includ-
ed in Fr Ahern’s archive,
which is housed at Kerry
County Museum.

He told Kerry’s Eye: “I
probably would have left
it in the archive, for pos-
terity to find some day, but
recent developments have
changed my mind.”

His comments follow
the announcement by the
management and board
of Siamsa Tire last month
that it was suspending all
non-profit-making produc-
tions from June 17 for the
remainder of the summer
season.

A joint statement said it

had taken the <difficult’
decision in order ‘to se-
cure the necessary funding
to review the production
offerings’, citing a loss of
momentum due to its clo-
sure during the Covid-19
pandemic, the ‘changing
face of the tourism market’,
which it said had been com-
pounded by the rising cost
of living.

However, Fr Ahern said
he believed events from 14
years ago led to the pres-
ent issue and to Siamsa
Tire ‘losing its way” which
he said had puzzled and
angered many people in
Kerry.

He said he had learned of
Siamsa Tire’s plans to sell
the Finuge Teach Siamsa
to offset its financial dif-
ficulties at a meeting he
was invited to attend in
the Meadowlands Hotel in
January 2008, 11 years after
his retirement.

Fr Ahern said: “I went
home with a heavy heart.
Surely, I felt, there must be
acomplete misunderstand-
ing at board level of the
significance of the Teach
Siamsa concept and of the
key role the rural centre
was designed to play in the
Folk Theatre Plan - as clear-
ly outlined in the Founding
Document of 1972.

“To sell the Teach Siamsa

TEACH SIAMSA: Fr Pat Ahern, a founder of Siamsa, the National
Folk Theatre, dances on a stage at the Teach Siamsa sod-
turning ceremony in Finuge, 17th June 1973. Sitting on the

left are: Bryan MacMahon, Tom O'Donnell (Minister for the
Gaeltacht) and Eamon Casey, Bishop of Kerry.

would be like selling the
family birthright, the cradle
of Siamsa Tire.

“By 2014, it was clear that,
while it remained unsold,
the Teach Siamsa at Finuge
was not being used by the
company for training pur-
poses. It had, for the most
part, remained locked up,”
he said.

“The same was true of the
Teach Siamsa at Carraig, in
the West Kerry Gaeltacht.

“Furthermore, the training
classes for young talent had
been discontinued at both
rural centres and had been
transferred to the Theatre
in Tralee.”

Fr Ahern said he discov-
ered two documents exist-
ed at the Companies Reg-
istration Office, one regis-
tered on January 28, 1975
and a second registered on
March 13, 2009.

He said: “When Iread the
2009 document, my worst
fears were confirmed.
Siamsa Tire had been

re-founded in 2009.

“The new document made
no reference to the Tithe Si-
amsa.”

He said that ‘Siamsa Tire’,
is now being used to denote
an entity that it was never
originally intended to be.

Efforts by Fr Ahern and
others for the founding
memorandum to be rein-
stated were unsuccessful.

A detailed submission,
prepared by Fr Ahern and
three friends, to the board
in November 2014 outlined
four proposals - to restore
the original objectives of
the original memoran-
dum, the reinstatement of
the two Tithe Siamsa, the
inclusion on the board of
members qualified to speak
for the traditional arts, and
the launch of a Siamsa Tire
digital archive.

He said he received a re-
play on June 15, 2015. “In
effect none of our four re-
quests had been granted,”
Fr Ahern said.

-

|

founder Fr Pat Ahern

Tarbert Next
Generation 4
Power Station

We will be holding two in-person Public Consultation events:

www.ssethermal.com/flexible-generation/development/
tarbert-next-generation/

SSE Thermal would like to introduce you to the Tarbert Next
Generation Power Station. This project proposes to develop
a new power station at the site of the existing power station
at Tarbert Island, Tarbert, County Kerry, to protect security of
supply and provide flexible backup to renewable generation
while we transition to a greener future.

FOUNDER: Siamsa Tire




